


————s lc ts’ OOOO! rl 


> =SlUVGOTOOwaS DSS OU OSS > 


_— ~ 
. 


rt 
e 
pn 
of 
d 
h 


of 





“WALDIE’S SELECT CIRCULATING LIBRARY. 


FURNISHING THE BEST POPULAR LITERATURE—MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, NOVELS, TALES, TRAVELS, VOYAGES, &c. 


Price Hite Dollars for Hiftu-two Pumbers. 





— 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY ADAM WALDIE, NO. 207, CHESNUT STREET, BELOW SEVENTH, PHILADELPHIA. 
(<> Office in the Basement Story of the PHILADELPHIA HOUSE, kept by MRS. SWORD. 





BOSTON Lully, Wait & Co. 
PROVIDENCE, R. L., A. S. Beckwith. 
NEW HAVEN, Conn., H. Howe & Co. 
HARTFORD, Conn., Roderick White. 
NEW YORK, Peter Hill, 94 Broadway. 
ALBANY, N. Y., W. C. Little. 
ROCHESTER, N. Y., C. & R. Morse. 
UTICA, N. Y., Wm. Williams. 
BUFFALO, N. Y., A. Wilgus. 
SCHENECTADY, N. Y., Samuel An- 
drews. 
TRENTON, N. J., D. Fenton & B. Da- 
venport. 
SALEM, N. J., J. M. Hannah. 
PRINCETON, N. J., W. Horner. 








REMOVAL. 


The Publication Office of Waldie’s Select 
Circulating Library has been removed to No. 
207, Chesnut street, in the basement story of 
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Arcade. 


ORIGINAL OORRESPONDENCE. 


THE WEST INDIES. 
Zo the Editor of the Journal of Belles Lettres. 


LETTER VI. 
St. Thomas, March 14, 1834. 

The exterior of this island has, from the sea, 
a rude and uncultivated aspect; its high hills are 
covered with stunted trees, and its shores present 
a steep and rocky margin whereon many a good 
vessel has been shattered to fragments. But 
presently you see, on a point of land to the left. 
a small fortification which guards the entrance 
to the harbour. On the western side of the lat- 
ter are three hills, upon which the town is built; 
and these hills being directly surmounted by 
much higher ones, and the whole bay environed 

«in like manner, the effect produced is both pic- 
turesque and romantic. 

St. Thomas is a Danish colony, but its port is 
free to all nations. Every article of foreign 
growth or manufacture is brought in here duty 
free. We landed without any interference from 
police-men or custom-house officers, and com- 
menced a search for lodgings. ‘To our surprise 
we found but two houses of entertainment in the 
place, and one cf these is very indifferent; the 
other, kept by a free mulatto, is much better, 
and afforded us a comfortable domicile. 

Searcely had we landed when we received an 
invitation to dine with KE. §., Esq., for many 
years past a merchant of St. Thomas. The 
residence of this gentleman is on the side of one 
of the three hills of which I have spoken, and 
we arrived at it by means of a vast flight of stone 
steps, which constitute a highway to some of the 
upper parts of the town. We passed a delight- 
ful evening with this most amiable family, who 
appear to possess, under their own roof, all the 
elements of human happiness, 

March 8. Dined, by invitation, with the go- 
vernor, M. Rosenhorn, an elderly gentleman of 
affable manners. ‘There were about twenty 
guests, many of whom were Danes, but most of 
them spoke good English. A large party of 
both sexes was invited for the evening, and as 

+ soon as they began to arrive we took leave, not 
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wishing to dance or play at cards, which were 
announced for the evening entertainment. 

The situation of St. Thomas renders it a clean- 
ly town. The streets are broad, and the houses 
well built; but the space that can be occupied 
by buildings is so confined, that rents are very 
high. In truth, almost all the necessaries of life 
bring an extravagant price,—probably three 
times as much as they cost in Philadelphia. <A 
leg of mutton sells for thirty cents the pound; a 
good turkey two dollars and a half; and milk, 
butter, and other essentials, cost in proportion. 
Green turtle is cheap, but the sauce for it is 
dear; so that, by the time it is dressed, it ranks 
with the expensive luxuries of the table. 

Slavery, in this island, presents to my view a 
more repulsive aspect than in any other place 
we have visited; but this circumstance grows in 
»yart out of certain indulgences. Sunday being 
their only holiday, they are allowed to spend it 
according to their own fancy, of which I had 
ample evidence; for the basement room of our 
hotel, being a grog shop, was surrounded and 
filled on the sabbath by a most disorderly rabble 
—drinking, swearing, and fighting. The police 
officers, known by a red badge, passed and re- 
passed, rarely interfering, because, as just men- 
tioned, it is the privilege of the negroes to drink 
and brawl one day in seven. In the course of a 
Sunday afternoon | witnessed from my window 
three pugnacious contests, one of which will 
serve as a sample. Two negro women were 
seated in the market-place, one selling soup, the 
other oranges: a dispute arose between them, 
which the Secmnders, according to custom, fo- 
mented by all possible means, until the vocifera- 
tion was loud enough to deafen a ballad-singer. 
After the uproar had lasted an hour the scene 
changed; for the soup woman, seizing a quart 
bowl, threw it with great violence at her oppo- 
nent, who, however, luckily dodged it, and the 
missile was demolished against an adjoining 
wall. ‘The seller of fruits immediately took an 
orange from her basket, and sent it with amaz- 
ing precision at her adversary’s head, for it 
struck audibly upon her cheek. Both now ut- 
tered a shriek, rushed furiously together, and 
twisted their fingers into each other's hair, leav- 
ing the thumbs free for operations on the eyes 
and forehead. They remained clenched in this 
manner, like two furies, for nearly half an hour 
A papas. hair, butting, and scratching—when, 
lo! a policeman happened to turn the corner, 





49—JunE 3, 1834. 


and gave them each a smart blow with a rattan 
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upon their naked shoulders. It acted like a 
charm; the combatants instantly unhooked and 
fled with all speed in opposite directions, nor did 
they look back as far as the eye could follow 
them. 

This, though a corporeal lesson to two of the 
crowd, had no moral effect upon the mass that 
remained kehind; for the policeman’s back was 
no sooner turned than these barbarian oigies 
were repeated as before. 

Slavery has some warm advocates in St. 
Thomas, because the town derives considerable 
apireniage from the traffic. Being a free port 
or all. nations, vessels are here fitted for sea 
without inspection or enquiry, and sail in open 
day with all the apparatus for this infernal trade 
without a moment’s detention or difficulty of any 
kind. I saw an armed brig, which every one 
knew to be a slaver, leave the harbour unmo- 
lested, at the very time that three vessels of war 
of three Christian nations were moored there, 
and all these nations professedly inimical to the 
slave trade! But the Englishman tells you that 
he cannot seize a vessel unless she has slaves on 
board: the American says he is in search of pi- 
rates, not of slavers; and the Dane appears to 
consider it none of his business. So, between 
the three, the slave ship leaves the port in safety, 
and takes in a cargo on the coast of Africa. 
But now the security ceases, for the British go- 
vernment offers ten pounds sterling per head for 
every captured slave; and the activity of the 
English officers, excited by so large a reward, is 
incessant, and probably more than two thirds of 
the slavers are taken before they can reach a 
port in Cuba. I was assured, however, that the 
slave merchants considered their business a good 
one if oné vessel in three arrived in safety. 

Yours, &c. 
—<— 


REVIBW OF NEW BOOKS, 


Recollections of Naval Life. By Captain James 
Scott, R.N. 38 vols., post 8vo, London: 
Richard Bentley. 1834, 


A book, to be a first rate production, must be 
written by either a man of genius or education, 
and no matter what is the topic, a man of genius 
will make a work, which he sits down to indite 
in the right spirit, worth reading. He may dis- 
course in the shape of a novel, travels, biogra- 
phy, or his own personal history, no matter 
when or where, the corruscations of intellect 
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break through the ordinary scenes and events of 
life, and shed their influence on every page. We 
have been particularly struck with this in Lewis's 
Journal of a West India Proprietor. Who ever 
before made a visit to a plantation of slaves so 
prolific of entertainment? He even interests us 
in the veriest trifles of a negro hut—presents the 
loves and the sorrows of the degraded African 
in so forcible a manner, that it is impossible not 
to feel with and for them; even their “ Nancy 
stories” possess a charm when touched by the 
wand of the enchanter, which it would be dif- 
ficult to create again in the bosom of the middle 
aged by the strongest flight8 of eastern romance. 
But of this our. readers will be able to judge 
next week when we proceed a little further 
with the Journal; this we are as anxious as they 
are to do. 

Our business now is with Captain Scott, who 
is neither a man of genius nor a scholar. He 
has consequently failed to make his Recollec- 
tions any thing more than mere recapitulations, 
unaccompanied with a spark of wit, or a fact 
which the youngest middie could not as well 
have recited with the assistance of a quill, while 
seated during a voyage at a mess-table. Mr. 
Colburn has, nevertheless, seen fit to produce it 
to the English public in the style which a man 
who is “ publisher in ordinary to his majesty” 
must needs do, if he expects his regular price of 
a guinea aset. It is before us with its meadow 
of margin and rivulets of printing, and a sore 
task we have had to wade through its contents, 
though in good faith, some few of the pages are 
still uncut, having satisfied ourselves with a peep 
here and there when the text (no uncommon 
matter) became particularly dull.» In the third 
volume we come to matters of great pith and 
moment; the author was a sub in the squadron 
under Cockburn, and consequently has a fund 
of matter to relate respecting the memorable 
capture of Washington, the flight of President 
Monroe, the burning of the capitol, &c. He 
goes through a series oftadventures in the Chesa- 
peake-bay, escapes several times by the force of 
two miracles at a time, and meets more queer 
“Yankee doodles,” as he somewhat elegantly 
calls the Virginians and Marylanders, than would 
have served for a dozen novels by the author of 
Peter Simple. Notwithstanding all this, he tells 
absolutely nothing new; goes over the same ab- 
surd common-place fictions which bave been re- 
futed in Gleig’s statements, and brands his own 
name with ignominy, boasting of the pleasure 
received by his messmates in opening the letters 
found in a small post-office, which they gallantly 
carried, no doubt, by surrounding the post mis- 
tress; and relates how the sediment in some wine 
he found, was actually arsenic, and is duly horri- 
fied at the bare suspicion that ** Yengees”’ in- 
tended to make him die the infamous death of a 
rat. We have scarcely patience to dwell on this 
abortion of a British gentleman, nor should we 
have noticed his rhodomontade and persiflage, 
but that it is a subject in which, as Americans, 
we feel some interest ; and such balderdash, if 
passed entirely sub silentio, might be supposed 
to receive credit on this side the Atlantic. 

After seeing the capitol and the neighbouring 
houses in flames, our hero made his way, as fast 
as legs would carry him, begrimed with dust, 
along Pennsylvania Avenue to the ‘“* President’s 


palace,’ where he mounted to Mr. Madison's] altogether,’ dragged them forward, an 


dressing-room, and stealing one of his shirts, be- 
decked his person therewith! 


feelings with his clothes. Let him tell his own 
story:— 

“The President’s palace, a handsome stone 
building, so lately the head-quarters of the enemy, 
stood at the extremity of the avenue, and was 
evacuated by the guard of soldiers, with their 
field pieces, only a few minutes before we made 
ourselves masters of the place. We found the 
cloth laid for the expected victorious generals, 
and alt the appliances and means to form a feast 
worthy the resolute champions of republican 
freedom. A large stort of super-excellent Ma- 
deira and other costly wines stood, cooling in ice 
in one corner of the spacious dining-room ; the 
patriotic efforts of these heroes were deemed de- 
serving of the generous libations to be that night 
poured on the altar of American glory. De- 
ceitful calculation! Where breathed the staunch- 
hearted citizen that would have dared to hint the 
possibility of ‘ British sarpents” gliding their 
wily bodies into the sacred retreat, and appro- 
priating to themselves the consecrated viands ? 
Suéh, however, was the damning fact. Fagged 
nearly to death, dusty, feverish, and thirsty, in 
my extremity I absolutely blessed them for their 
erring providence. Never was neetar more 
grateful to the palates’ of the gods, than the 
chrystal goblets of Madeira and water I quaffed 
off at Mr. Madison’s expense. I was recruited 
in an instant. The beautiful apartments were 
hastily visited ; passing through the President's 
dressing-room (which from its disordered state, 
opened drawers, and half-filled portmanteaus, 
must have been abandoned in the midst of pack- 
ing up,) the snowy clean linen tempted me to 
take the liberty of making a very fair exchange; 
I accordingly doffed my inner garment, and 
thrust my unworthy person [truly unworthy] into 
a shirt belonging to no less a personage than the 
chief magistrate of the United States: the opera- 
tion equalled in luxury and benefit the draught 
in the banquetting room.” 


Truly a valorous soldier! Taken in connec- 
tion with his subsequent feats of burning and 
destroying, this will place Captain Scott in 
the temple of fame. He describes the mode.of 
pulling down the office of the National Intelli- 
gencer, and the firing the public offices. 


“The National Intelligencer,” he says,“ had ever 
taken the lead, and given the key-note to the republi- 
can press, in vilifying England and the English. The 
editor was reported to be un Irish renegade. [Nothing 
could be more false.] Its fate was decreed, and a few 
minutes would have seen it a prey to the devouring 
element, when a party of ladie®, inhabitants of the 
neighbouring houses, came forward to meet the admiral 
to entreat that he would spare the building, as its de- 
struction would endanger their property. The order 
was immediately countermanded; but a lieutenant and 
a party of blue-jackets volunteered to pull the house 
down, and in less than two hours it was rased to the 
ground. The reams of paper, files of gazettes, foreign 
and domestic, and all the inflammable materials, had 
previously been conveyed to some distance in the rear, 
and a bonfire made of them. The types, and the whole 
paraphernalia then underwent the ceremony of an aulo 
da fé, a fitting purification of the instruments of cor- 
ruption and falsehood emanating from a traitorous 
proprietor.” 


‘These are words of dire import for-the devoted 
head of Mr. Gales! He continues :— 


“The demolition was effected by removing the 
window-frames, and then passing a stout rope round 
part of the walls which separated the windows from 
each other, ‘a long pull, and a strong pull, and a pull 

5 the whole su- 
perincdmbent weight came tumbling down, and pre- 


He must have sented a mass of ruins in the time I have described.” 





felt how impossible it is to put on a gentleman’s 


Captain Scott, it appears by‘his own confes- 


sion, commanded the party which destroyed the ” 
government rope-walk, with its adjoining ample 
stores of cordage, hemp, and tar. 

“* Having spread,” says the valorous captain, “ quan- 
tities of the unwrought materials along the centre of 
the roofed walk, and knocking out the heads of some 
dozens of tar-barrels, their contents were spread over 
the train. The whole was speedily in a state of igni- 
tion; black dense volumes of smoke rolled over the 
captured city, obscuring the heavens from the view of 
its inhabitants. The fire ran so rapidly along the range 
of buildings (five or six hundred yards in length) that 
the whole was a blaze of fire in less than half an hour, 
The red flames flashing forth from the lower part of 
the mass of heavy vapour, gave it the appearance of a 
Tartarus upon earth. It was quickly reduced to a 
heap of ruins,” 


Such are a portion of the contents of three 
very heavy volumes; possessing nothing of recent 
occurrence to recommend them, and being, as 
we before stated, destitute of any redeeming 
quality, they must speedily fall into oblivion in 
England, and cannot, we should hope, receive 
favour enough from American publishers to be 
reprinted here. We have already devoted too 
much space to them, and must conclude by 
wishing the gallant captain a better pen, a little 
more discrimination of character, and that a long 
interval may elapse before he puts his “ unwor- 
thy person’’ in a gentleman’s shirt; his own shoes 
nobody will envy him the possession of. 





Letters of John Randolph to a Young Relative; 
embracing a series of years from early Youth 
to Mature Manhood. 1 vol., 8vo. Philadel- 
phia: Carey, Lea & Blanchard. 1834, 


Charming letters on the model of those_of the 
Earl of Chatham to his nephew, published by us 
in the first volume of this Library, and we are 
not sure but the model is excelled; indeed, so 
eminently beautiful are the language and senti- 
ments, that we do not hesitate to say the 
style will compare with that of Lord Byron 
or Horace Walpole, the princes of letter 
writers, and we like them better than Lord Cha- 
tham’s beeause there are so many more pre- 
served. This may be considered high praise, but 
we shall fortify our opinion with extracts here- 
after; our copy is scored on every page to mark 
beauties of every kind. Dr. Theodore Bland 
Dudley, the nephew of Randolph, to whom they 
are addressed, has done himself credit by with- 
holding none of those pleasing natural expres- 
sions which give freshness and relief to the cor- 
respondence. This work is among the best con- 
tributions to our national literature, and it will, 
we hope, find its way to every town and village 
of the Union where gentlemen are already, or 
are still wanted. 





The Life of Alexander Hamilton. By his son 
Jobn C. Hamilton. 1 vol. 8vo. New York. 
Hoalsted & Voorhies. 1834. 


Notwithstanding an apology made in the pre- 
face for deficiencies inseparable from hurry, the 
son of a noble father has in this volume execut- 
ed his task, if task it can be called, where there 
was so much political honesty and intelligence 
to recount, in the spirit of an impartial histo- 
rian; himself he has kept entirely out of view; 
and has shown without disguise, that there were, 
during our revolutionary struggle, as at all pe- 
riods of political excitement, many schemes of 
personal ambition now buried in almost total 
oblivion; many intrigues, prejudices, and op- 





posing opinions, which were infinitely harassing 
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to the operations of government, and affected 
even the tranquillity of the commander in chief, 
who was not, however, betrayed into recrimi- 
nation, or a parade of his private griefs. At 
the worst period of the partial success of the 
cabal desirous of bringing down to their own 
level the saviour of our country, Washington 
maintained his dignity, met secret intrigues with 
calmness, and conquered his domestic enemies 
as he had done those who were more openly 
opposed to him. In this volume, the reader will 
find a statement of the covert efforts which were 
aimed at the reputation of Washington divested 
of all gloss, and in their homely nakedness. It 
is not now in our power to follow.the author in 
this detail, nor to do much more than ‘com- 
mend the work to general perusal; it is not only 
a life of Hamilton, but an excellent summary of 
the revolutionary history of our country. 


Mr. Hamilton was a native of the island of 
Nevis; on his father’s side his origin was Scot- 
ish; on his mother’s, French; the mother dying, 
the indigence of the father threw Mr. Hamilton 
upon the bounty of relatives; and he was ap- 
prenticed to amerchant of Santa Cruz. Here 
he distinguished himself by writing an account 
of a terrific hurricane that desolated the 
Leeward islands, which produced such an im- 
pression, that the governor and some of the 
principal persons of the island made an effort to 
discover the author, and ultimately traced it to 
Hamilton. This simple incident decided his 


to New York to complete his education, With 
ample funds he proceeded,to Elizabethtown, 
New Jersey, where a celebrated grammar school 
was conducted under the patronage of Governor 
Livingston, who becaine his attached friend, 
After a course of close study here, and in New 
York, we find him in July, 1774, at the great 
meeting called to consider the oppressions of 
the parent government, then only seventeen, 
taking part in the deliberations. After listening 
attentively to the several speakers, and finding 
several points untouched, he presented himself 
to the assembled multitude, who were struck 
with his small stature, his youthful appearance, 
and ready eloquence. This was an occasion at 
which the aspirant for fame in our peaceful times 
looks with envy; it was sedulously improved, 
and the talents of the young stranger were soon 
called into active co-operation with those of 
more experience in life, but whose hearts were 
not inflamed with a purer patriotism, or more 
unflinching firmness. 


The student of history may turn to these me- 
moirs with profit; if he is disposed to cavil at 
the author for occasionally going out of the re- 
cord, he will find little else to condemn. 


—>_— 


VARIETIES. 

The Black Watch.—Fraser’s Magazine for April is 
very flattering in its praise of the * Black Watch.” We 
copy a portion of the writer’s remarks :— 

“Truth and justice compel us to say, that a capital 
novel it is. The story is well managed, and the delinea- 
tion gf the characters not hy any means to be despised. 
Picken’s dialogucs are in general good and graphic, and 
he who can take up the Black Watch, and can lay it 
doWn unread, is not fit to lay it down again. This we 
declare after a most cautious perusal of the three vo- 
lumes. There are many striking scenes scattered 
throughout, though we know not any which we can 
safely detach. Buy it, then, good readers; buy it by 
all means; ard you will find that your shelves, no mat- 
ter how richly furnished, will boast few more attractive 
Ornaments,” 


=F 
A lady issued cards on which were the initials R, S. 
. P., which proved quite a puzzle. One gentleman 
said it meant Roast Sausages and Veal Pie. A wag 
observed it was Rain or Shine Vont Postpone. It was 
to say, “ Repondez, S’il Vous Piait ;” I. other words, 
“The favour of an answer is requested.” 

Lt. John Shipp, author of the Tales of a Military 
Subaltern, died at Liverpool, where he occupied the situ. 
ation of master of the workhouse. 
a superior mind, and had risen by his own exertions 
and bravery, in two separate instances, from the ranks 
of the British army toa lieutenancy. ‘The scene of his 
exploits was in India; where at the storming of several 
fortresses, he conducted “forlorn hopes.” A benefit 
in aid of his family was given at one of the Liverpool 
theatres, 

Useful Science. —M. Thiers, the French minister, and 
a suite of savans, are at present traversing England on 
a journey of observation upon canals, rai‘roads, and 
other public works, 
their remarks may lead to the internal improvement of 
France, and facilitate the intercourse between the 
countries, 

Specimen cf London Court News.—* Her majesty’s 
carriage is ordered to be in readiness at the castle, and, 
if the afternoon should prove fine, the queen will ride 
out.” We saw Tom Thumb very laughably performed 
at the Adelphi the same evening, but there was nothing 
in it so burlesque as this. 

The Genva Gazette contains an account of the re- 
moval of a church steeple entire, at Crescentino, in 
Piedmont, from one point to another, at several yards 
distance, where it was placed on new foundations, 
The operation took place under the direction of an en- 
gineor, and the master mason was so confident of its 
success, that he made his son remain in the steeple and 
ring the bells during the transport! 

Mrs. Sumervilie has been elected a member of the 
Literary and Scieatific Society of Geneva; the first 
time an honour of the kind was ever conferred on a 
female. 

Sir John Herschel arrived safe at the Cape in the mid- 
dle of January, landed all lis instruments, and was 
preparing, to erect an observatory. 

A collection of Evans’s sale catalogues from his 
con:mencement, in 1812, to 1831, in thirty-three vo- 
lumes, uncut, bound in green Morocco, with gilt tops, 
by Herring, 1s offered for sale in No. 339 of “ Bont’s 
Literary Advertiser,” for July, 1833, at 5/. 10s.; and a 
collection of Leigh & Sotheby’s sale catalogues, from 
1802, to 1831, thirty-six volumes Lound in the same 
manner, for 261. 6s.!! 

Mr. Martin’s new “ Bibliographical Catalogue,” in- 
cludes notices of some works of extraurdinary cost 
and splendour, prepared and printed at private expense, 
such as the late Lord Bute’s Botanical ‘Tables, which 
he made out for the queen about the year 1785, and 
which he procured to be engraved and printed at a 
charge of net less than £12,000, the number of im- 
pressions being only twelve, so as to cost, therefore, 
£1,000 per copy. It is a pity, under such circum- 
stances, that what is called the Natural System of Bo. 
tany, adopted within the last twenty years, should have 
now rendered his lordship’s tables of little use. Sir 
Richard Worsley expended £27,000 upon the engray- 
ings, &c., for his Collection of Antiquities, but in this 
instance 250 copies were printed. 

On the morning of the 17th June, 1819, the * Val- 
darfer Boccacio,” which haa been bought by the Mar- 
quis of Blandford, afterwards Duke of Marlborough, 
tur £2260, and in which the rary = Club originat- 
ed, was resold at Evans's rooms, in Pall Mall, for only 
875 guineas. It had been seized with the rest of the 
White Knight's library, and was brought to the hammer 
to satisfy creditors. 

“ Boswell’s Life of Johnson has given a vig Se 
pression of him (Johnson,) in some respects. hen 
we see four large volumes, written upon a man’s con- 
versation, through a period of forty,years, and his re- 
marks alone set down, of all those made at the time, 
we naturally tak® the idea that Johnson was the cen- 
tral point of society for all that period. The truth is, 
he never was in good society; at least in those circles 
where men of letters mix with the fashionable world. 
His brutal, irtolerant manners, excluded him from it, 
of course. He met good society, to be sure, at the 
Literary Club, and at Sir Joshua Reynolds’s.—Gibbon 
was asked, why he did not talk more in the presence 
of Dr. Johnson, ‘Sir,’ said the historian, taking a 
pinch of snuff, ‘I have no pretensions to the ability of 
contending with Dr. Jehnson in brutality and inso- 





—$—— 


“T had the honour to be introduced to Dr. Johnson 
by Mr. Boswell himself, and in my ear his pronuncia- 
tion was clearly not southern: perhaps it was better; 
as it differed but little from that generally spoken by 
educated persons in Litchfield, to whieh [ own I am 
partial. I have long becn of opinion, that persons who 
have learned to speak chiefly in London or its environs, 
are rarely either acute or accurate in distinguishing 


He was a man of| provincial peculiarities of speech.”—Rev. Jon. Boucher, 


Glossary of Provincial Words. Introd. p. xxii., note. 

Before the artof printing, books were of incredible 
price. .From the sixth to the thirteenth century, many 
bishops could not read, and kings were scarcely able 
tosign their names; and hence the use of seals and 
sealing. Thes> were the ages in which superstition, 
witchcraft, and priestciaft, obtained so universal an as- 
cendancy. From 600 to 1200, all learning was in the 
hands of the Arabs, Saracens, and Chinese. 

The first printed books were trifling hymns and 


It is presumed that tie fruit of|psalters, with images of saints, and being printed only 


on one side, the leaves were pasted back to back. One 
of the first was the Biblia Pauperium, of 40 leaves, 
which pasted together made 20.. An entire psalter was 
printed in 1457 by Faust and Schoiffer: and a Bible, in 
637 leaves, in moveable types, was printed at Mentz, 
between 1460 and 1455: but the most important part 
of the invention (that of inoveable types) is uncertain, 
both as to name and date. The first characters were 
Gothic; and Roman types were first used in 1467. 

Caxton was the first English printer, and his print- 
ing office was in the chapter house of Westminster 
Abbey. He learnt the art in Germany, and was libe- 
rally patronised in England. The first book printed by 
Caxton wes in 1471, and bore for its title :—* Willyam 
Caxton’s' Recuyel of the Historyes of Tray, by Raoul 
le Feure.” While the Bibliomania prevailed, a copy 
was knocked down by auction for £1060. 


To raise a fortune, and especially a great fortune, 
says La Bruyere, a man must have a kind of wit; but 
it is neither the good nor the fine, the great nor the 
sublime, the strong nor the delicate ; | am at a loss, he 
continues, to explain which it is; they who have expe- 
rienced it, may probably help me out. 

A game of jokes is composed partly of skill, partly of 
chance; a mau may be beat at times by one who has 
not a tenth part of his wit. 


News-hunters have great leisure, but little thought; 
much petty ambition to be thought intelligent, without 
any other pretension than being able to communicate 
what they have jast learned. The instruction and in- 
telligence of fools is but a minute old when it is do- 
livered. . 


The way to gain a good reputation is to endeavour 
to be what you desire to appear. 


Some men use no other means to acquire respect, 
than by insisting on it; and it sometimes answers their 
purpose, as it does a highwayman’s in regard to money. 
The pretence of public good, says Sir William Tem- 
ple, is a cheat that will ever pass in the world; though 
so often abused by bad men, that I wonder the good do 
not grow ashamed to use it any longer. 


Who ia there that must not be convinced, he is but 
a useless person, though he has never so many good 
qualities, and never such an extraordinary merit; when 
he considers that at his death he leaves a world which 
will not miss him, and where such numbers are ready 
to supply his place? 

Sir Robert Cotton happening to call at his tailor’s 
discovered that the man held in his hand the identical 
Magna Charta, with all its seals and appendages, which 
he was just going to cut into measures for his custom- 
ers. The baronet redeemed this valuable curiosity at 
the price of old parchment, and thus recovered what 
had long been supposed to have been irretrievably lost. 
It is now preserved in the British Museum. 

The newspapers in the United Kingdom have an 
average sale of 120,000 per day, consuming 81,600 
reams per annum ; and the 150 periodicals about 30,000 
reams. The stamp-duty on these papers in 1829 was 
509,5461,; and the duty un the paper only above 300001. 
In France in 1828, the sale was 144,000,000, or 288,000 
reams. North America, in the year 1720, possessed no 
more than seven newspapers; but in 1830, the United 
States had 550 ; 230 twice a week, and 50 daily. 

The total number of new publications in the year 
1822, in London, was 693; and their cost in boards 230/. 
They have since increased to 800, at a cost of 400/. for 
one copy ofeach. In 1792, England had but 79 newa- 
papers; it now has 250, and the United Kingdom 340: 





lence.’ "—Skeich of Sir J. Mackintosh’s Life. 





A wager is laid of ten sovereigns between two gar 





She Pournal of Belles uettres. 








deners in Chelsea, one of them undertaking to raise a 


salad while a shoulder of mutton is roasting, to be done 
in one hour and three quarters, . 
———— 


EDITOR’S TABLE. 


Tho “ Tales and Sketches, such as they are,” are from 
the pen of Colonel Stone of the New York Commercial 
Advertiser, Many of them have appeared in the an- 
nuals, The writer says, “ He desires not to deceive the 
public, and therefore tells them honestly, at the thresh- 
hold, that thése volumes contain * Talos and Sketches, 
such as they are,’ and nothing more.” To this we 
can add our testimony that they are about as amusing 
as hosts of others, and nothing more. 

In a late newspaper printed in English at Paris the 
following advertisement appears among others ;— 

“ To marry, a young lady aged 19, with a fortune of 
80,000 francs. She possesses considerable attractions 
both of mind and person, with a distinguished educa- 
tion. Address (franco)to Mme. Nanteuil,13 rue Bondi,” 

Sullivan’s Familiar Letters on Public Characters and 
Public Events, just published in Boston, are attracting 
considerable attention’ They are so political ia their 
character as scarcely to come within the range of the 
topics to which this journal, is limited. *We can only 
imake a few extracts, and*confine ourselves to-day to 
the following :— e : = 

“ Man is man’s enemy; and the only creature of the 
carth, who is the enemy of his own species. 

“To the young men of the country, into whose hands 
these pages may chance to come, it may not be obtru- 
sive to offer a word of counsel. Youthful! aspiration 
naturally looks to the offices of the republic; and this 
is proper, when motives are pure, and intelligence com- 
petent. Butif it be one’s self only that is cared for, 
there are inany who can say, that the best office one 
can have, is his own farm, work-shop, or office. Yet 
this absolves no one from the duties of a citizen. It is 
the first of political duties to be a consistent, intelligent, 
constitutional republican. If one has no desire for of- 
fice, still it is his duty to hold up to rulers, that they 
will be justly but severely judged of. The more one 
studies the institutions of his country, state and na- 
tional, and the more he compares them with those of 
any other countries, ancient or modern, the more will 
he be convinced, that they deserve his best exertions to 
preserve, and perpetuate them. Every young man who 
is worthy of living under such glorious institutions, 
should form and maintain opinions; not such as spring 
up in the hot-bed of party exeitement ; not such as be- 
gin and end in getting this man in, and keeping that 
man out. But his opinions should rise on the broad 
and firm basis of constitutional right. What is it, in 
fact, to nine hundred and ninety-nine men in every 
thousand, who is the governor of a state, or the presi- 
dent of the United States, so that he is an able, virtu- 
ous, and conscientious man, and disdains the influence 
of corrupting party?” 

Of * Monk” Lewis a fair specimen is herewith sent 
to our readers; there is about as much more, and we 
could have wished jt interminable. It is said the types 
in the printing office have been thrown into pi from the 
impossibility of restraining their risibilities while being 
set up! By a reference to the priee we find this work 
charged at $5 for the beautiful London copy from 
the press of John Murray; our readers procure it for 
about five per cent. on the cost! 

Conchology.—A very beautiful little volame on con- 
chology, entitled “New Fresh Water Shells of the 
United States, with coloured illustrations, by T. A. Con- 
rad,” has been handed us, Mr. Conrad is an enthasi- 
astic naturalist, who passed last winter in exploring the 
new and rich region of Alabama, for shells and organic 
remains. Judge Tait and his estimable lady, residents 
of Claiborne, patronised the undertaking, and afforded 
Mr. Conrad every facility for the prosecution of his in. 
teresting labours; the volume before us is the fruit of 
his tour. It is a valuable contribution to science. 


i — 


LONDON LITERARY NOVELTIES. 


Travels into Bokhara, in the year 1832; performed 
under the orders of the Supreme Government of India. 
By Alexander Burnes. 

“Belgium and Western Germany, in 1833. By Mrs. 
Trollope. 

A History of Architecture. By the late Thomas 
Hope, Esq., author of “Anastasius.” Tllustrated by 
numerous engravings by Moses, Shaw, Le Keux, and 
Besloy, from drawings made by the author. 


Sotheby’s mee work, the translation of the Iliad and 
Odyssey of Homer, has at length been published, em- 
bellished with original designs by Flaxman. 

H. D. yo author of “Spain in 1830,” has pub- 
lished an Account of tho Islands of Guernsey and 
Jersey. 

“The Scottish Gael,” by Logan, noticed in a list of 
American publications, is a reprint of an excellent Eng- 
ish book, which is worthy of patronage. 

The Last Days of Pompeii is the subject of Mr. Bul- 
wer’s forthcoming novel, 

Retzsch, the German artist, whose Shakspeare Illus- 
trations we recently noticed, has consigned to English 
publishers some exquisite designs, which are to appear 
under the title of Retzsch’s Fancics. 

Mr. Beckford, whose elegant literature and powers of 
composition are so highly appreciated, is about to sub- 
mit some of his original papers to the press. We shall 
look with impatience for any thing from the pen which 
wrote the “ Caliph Vathek,’ 


In Press. 


Remains of the late Alexander Knox, Esq. of Dublin. 
Prodromus Flore Peninsulw Indie Orientalis; con- 
taining Characters of the Plants found in the Peninsula 
cf India, arranged according to the Natural System. 
By Dr. Robert Wight, F. L.S., and G, A. Walker Ar- 
nott, A. M., F. L. 8. 

The Life and Adventures of J. Marston Hall. By 
the author of “ Darnley,” “ Richelieu,” &c. 

The Third Part of the Dictionary of Practical Medi- 
cine. By Dr. James Copland, F. R.S. 

Transactions of the Royal Society of Literature, Vol. 
II. Part II. This Part will comprise many highly 
valuable papers by the late W. Roecoe, S. T. Coleridge, 
Dr. Nolan, Colonel Leake, &c. &c. 

Sylloge Theologica, a systematic Collection of Tracts 
in Divinity, for the use of Students in the Universities, 
and of the younger Clergy. By the Rev. Dr. Words- 
worth, Cambridge. 

Vol. V. of Mr. Fraser Tytler’s excellent History of 
Scotland is on the eve of appearing. 

Reflections adapted to the Holy Seasons of the Chris- 
tian and Ecclesiastical Year. By the Rev. James Brew- 
ster, M. A. 

An Original Essay on Primitive Preaching. By John 
Netherick, Ministor of Totnes; and also a second edi- 
tion of Dr. Wardlaw’s Lectures on Christian Ethics. 

Practical Advice to a young Parish Priest. By the 
Rev. J. D. Coleridge. 

Man, as known to us Theologically and Geologically. 
By the Rev. Dr. Nares. 

Clavis Homilitica, or the Clergyman’s Rogister of 
his Discourses, with reference to the order in which the 
Holy Scriptures are appointed to be read in the Ser- 
vices of the Church. 

Sir Walter Scott’s Prose Works, with many addi- 
tions, are now in progress, and will be published in 
monthly volumes, uniformly with his Novels and 
Poems, edited by his son-in-law, and literary executor, 
J. G Lockhart, Esq. The first volume will appear on 
the last day of the present month. 


—— 


List of New Books published in London to the 
latest dates. 


The Curate of Marsden, or Pastoral Conversations 
between a Minister and his Parishioners, by E. and M. 
Attersol!l, 12mo. Selections from the Conversations, &c. 
of the Rev. Edward Payson, D. D., 32mo. Sir Harford 
Jones Brydges’ Accoynt of His Majesty’s Mission to 
the Court of Persia in the Years 1807-11, 2 vols., 8vo., 
plates. Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the Rev. 
Richard Watson, by the Rev. Thomas Jackson, forming 
Vol. L. of the Works, 8vo. Sermons, by John Buxton 
Marsden, M. A., 12mo.. The Plutus of Aristophanes, 
with English Notes, by H. P. Cookesley, B.A. Burns’ 
Works, Vol. IV, containing the Songs, 12mo. Dr. 
Brookes’s General Atlas of Modern Geography, 8yo. 
A New Treatise on Chess, by George Walker, 2d edi- 
tion, enlarged, 12mo. A Series of Lay Sermons on 
Good Principles and Guod Breeding, by the Ettrick 
Shepherd, 12mo. The Royal Parisian Pastry Cook 
and Confectioner, by M. A Careme, 8vo. Nautical 
reg, prey Vol. I. for 1833, 8vo. The Destinies of Man, 
by Robert Millhouse, 12mo. The Life of the Rev. Row. 
land fill, A. M., by the Rev. Edwin Sidney, A. M., 8vo. 
A Voice from the Counting-House, oy Raymond Per- 
cival, 12mo. Cruikehank’s Cabinet Library of Fun, 


royal 18mo, A Family Record, or Memoirs of the late 





Rev. Basil Wood, M. A. Bickersteth’s (Rev. E.) Ser- 
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mons on the Redeemer’s Advent, 2d edition, 24:no, 
The Conspiracy, a Venitian Romance, 3 vols. post 8vo, 
Counsel for Emigrants, with intoresting Information, 
and Original Letters from Canada and the United States, 
12mo. The Northman, a Poem, by D. Sladden, 12mo. 
The Theory of Statics, by S. Earnshaw, B.A., 8vo. A 
Voyage round the World, including Travels in Africa, 
Asia, Australia, America, &c., by James Holman, R.N., 
F.R.S., Vol. I., 8vo, rg of American Biography, 
conducted by Jared Sparks, VoL. I., post 8vo, smo- 
rama; the Manners, Customs, and Costumes of all Na- 
tions Described, by J. Aspin, 18mo. Barber's Pictur- 
esque Illustrations of the Isle of Wight, royal 8vo, 
Eustace Conway, or the Brother and Sister, a Novel, 
3 vols., post 8vo. Narrative of a Journey to the North 
of India, overland from England, by way of Russia, 
Persia, and Affghaunistaun, by Lieutenant Conolly, 2 
vols,, 8vo, An Argument to prove the Truth of Chris- 
tian Revelation, by the Earl of Rosse, 8vo. Remains 
of the Rev. Edward Payson, D. D., of Portland, 12mo. 


— 


New American Publications. 


Traits and Stories of the Irish Peasantry. Third Se- 
ries. 2 vols.,12mo, Philadelphia: Carey & Hart. 

A new English-German and German-English Dic- 
tionary. Philadelphia: G. W. Mentz & Son. 

Letters of John Randolph to a Young Relative, em- 
bracing a series of years from early youth to mature 
manhood, 1 vol., 8vo. Carey, Lea & Blanchard. 

The introductory Discourse and the Lectures deli- 
vered before the American Institute of Instruction, in 
Boston, August, 1833, including a list of officers and 
members, 

Fireside Piety, or the Duties and Enjoyments of 
Family Religion, containing—Part I. Come to Prayer. 
—II. Home made Happy. 

Christian Experience, or a Guide to the Perplexed. 
By Robert Philip, author of “ Manly Piety,” “ Eternity 
Realised,” &e. 

Slater’s Draught. An Original Draught of the Primi- 
tive Church, in answer to a discourse entitled * An En- 
quiry into the Constitution, Discipline, Unity and 
Worship of the Primitive Church, that flourished within 
the first three hundred years after Chriet—by Lord 
Chancellor King.” By a Presbyter of the Church of 
England. First American edition. 

Episcopacy Tested by Scripture. By Bishop H. U. 
Onderdonk; with Barnes’ Examination, and Bishop 
Onderdonk’s Reply. 

Will be shortly put to press and published, Elements 
of Practical Therapeutics. By William Rush, M. D., 
Lecturer on Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the 
Philadelphia School of Medicine; Honorary Member 
of the Medical Society of Philadelphia; Physician to 
the Deaf and Dumb Institution, &c. &c. 

Julia Graham, or the Effects of Pride, a tale for the 
young, 16mo. Philadelphia: Henry Perkins. Boston: 
Perkins and Marvin, 

Mental Culture, or the Means of Developing the Hu- 
man Faculties. By J. L. Levison. Boston, 


Siler 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We have many applications to publish the new spe- 
cies of novel called ** The Doctor, &c.;” it is so : 
and yet so witty, that we scarcely know what to do 
with it. Perhaps the sensible chapters may be cut away 
from the Bedlamite portions, and find their way shortly 
to our columns. It is an extraordinary production, 
and we do not. wonder it excites so much attention in 
England. 

i 


COMMUNICATION. 


Mr. Editor.—It is stated In a late number of Loudon's 
Gardener’s Magazine, a work which every horticultus- 
ist shouid read, that old putty taken from windows is 
an excellent manure for certain plants. However aston- 
ishing this may be I can readily believe it, and am led 
to enquire of some of your learned readers what virtue 
there may probably be in carpet dust? I live opposite an 
open space to which all the neighbours charitably re- 
sort at this season to shake and beat their best Brussels, 
as well as the rags from the kitchen. By opening my 
office windows oy morning in May, I could catch a 
large deposite of this manure; if any rose fancier would 
give me a fair price per pound, I should be glad to turn 
this nuisance to account; if not I must be moved. . 

Your constant reader. 
FLoonp. 





— — 





